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LANCOME PERFUMES 


obtainable from 


MEDICAL 


55 DONEGALL PLACE, BELFAST A PHONE 21333 


A Paris trained 
representative 
is in attendance 
at our 

Beauty Salon 
from Monday 
28th April. 
Charts and advice 
free of charge. 
Treatments can 
be booked by 


appointment. 
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A SPLENDID 
Cafe-Restaurant 4 cen 
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WITH 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS 
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9 Donegall Square South, Belfast 


(At the Rear of the City Hall) AND GOOD FISH 
Proprictor: Harry Toner Manager: Tom McGrattan 


Open from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Telephone: 29088 
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TO PLEASE 
THE ANTRIM IRON ORE СО. LTD. 
Coal Importers and qu 
Steamship Owners BRANDS BUILDINGS 

DONEGALL PLACE 
BELFAST 

Branch: 59 High St., Telephone 2321 I 
Bangor Phone 439 LEE 
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GRAND OPERA SOCIETY 
OF NORTHERN IRELAND 


LESLIE JONES 
Producer 


HAVELOCK NELSON 
Conductor 
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Chorus Master 


IS YOUR MODERNISATION 
OR RE-EGUIPPING 
PROGRAMME HAMPERED 
BY CAPITAL 
REQUIREMENTS 


Then, consult specialists in 


CREDIT BUYING 


CARPIL/ANT 


81. VICTORIA STREET | 21 STAND ROAD 
BELFAST | LONDONDERRY 


Phone 28166 (5 lines) Phone 3303 


Member of the UNITED DOMINIONS TRUST Group of Companies | 
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In a Seville square, Micaela, a peasant 
ACT I 
while waiting for Don Jose, a sergeant, 
for whom she has a message. His arrival is followed 
‚ by that of the cigarette girls from the nearby factory, 
led by coquettish, seductive Carmen, the gipsy girl. 
The latter, seeing Jose's indifference to her charms, 
tosses him her bouquet of flowers before returning to 
the factory. Jose hides the flowers before greeting 
Micaela, whom he promises to marry. 
A commotion arises in the factory, and the girls rush 
out crying that Carmen has stabbed another girl in 
a fight. She is arrested by Zuniga, but, by flirting 
with Jose and promising to meet him later in an 
outlying tavern, she induces him to help her to escape. 
In the tavern of Lillas Pastia, Carmen 
ACT Il and her gipsy friends are carousing with 
Morales and Zuniga, whom she dislikes 
because he has imprisoned Jose for his part in 
her escape. As Zuniga tells her that Don Jose 
has been freed, Escamillo, the famous bull-fighter, 
arrives and is immediately attracted to Carmen, who, 
however, tells him he must wait. 
Later the smugglers Darcairo and Remendado come 
to seek the help of the girls in their illegal activities. 
Carmen waits for Jose, who soon comes, but his 
declaration of love for her is interrupted by the sound 
of the bugle recalling him to his regiment. He is 


resisting her entreaty to stay when Zuniga, entering, 


girl, talks to the Dragoons on guard, 


addresses Carmen affectionately and orders Jose to 
leave. Jealous, Jose now determines to stay with the 
smuggler band. " 


In their retreat, high on a mountain 
ACT Il! pass, the smugglers and gipsy girls are 
passing the time by telling fortunes with 
cards. Carmen, her love for Jose already waning, is 
told that her future is death. Dancairo and Remen- 
dado return from scouting and enlist the help of the 
girls to divert the guards while the smuggling takes 
place. Jose's jealous protests are unavailing and he is 
left alone. 
Micaela arrives, but Jose does not know her and she 
hides. Then Escamillo enters and tells Jose that he 
has heard that Carmen is looking for another lover. 
The two men fight, but are stopped by the arrival of 
the others. Escamillo departs, inviting all to the bull- 
fight on the morrow. Micaela is found and tells Jose 
that his mother is dying and needs him. Carmen dis- 
dainfully tells him to go, and, after first refusing, he 
finally leaves with Micaela. 

Outside the Bullring, Escamillo sings a 
ACT IV love duet with Carmen, and then gocs 
inside, leaving her with her friends, 
who warn her that Don Jose is hiding in the crowd. 
She is not afraid, and when Jose approaches, begging 
that she return to him, she refuses and pushes past 
him to enter the Bullring. To the shouts of victory 
rising from the arena, Jose stabs Carmen and she falls. 
As the victorious Escamillo enters in triumph from 
the Bullring, Jose, crying that he has killed Carmen, 


throws himself on her dead body. 2 
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HOTEL 


BAR and 
RESTAURANT 
OPEN TO 
NON - RESIDENTS 


At rear of City Hall 
BELFAST 


H and C. 
All Bedrooms 
Central Heating | 


Fully Licensed 


Many and Varied Fittings 


WE HAVE ABOUT FIFTY DIFFERENT SIZES IN 
OUR SUPERB COLLECTION OF MEN'S SUITS. 
WE HAVE REGULAR' FITTING, SHORT 
FITTING, AND ‘LONG’ FITTING SUITS, AND 
WE ALSO HAVE LOTS OF SPECIAL SIZES FOR 
THOSE MEN WHOSE WAISTLINES REFUSE TO 
“STAY PUT' 


So we have no hesitation in claiming that... 


No Man is Hard to Fit at WARNOCKS 


8 Royal Avenue 
Open on Saturday until 5.30 p.m. 


CARLO MELICIANI (baritone) Born in 
Arezzo in Tuscany, he studied in Milan, 
where he now lives. He made his debut in 
a concert on the Italian radio TV, and as a 
result was immediately engaged for another 
concert and for their opera season. With 
Beniamino Gigli he sang in the opera 
Pagliacci in Regio Emilia, after which he 
rapidly made his name in all the major opera 
houses of Italy, including La Fenice in 
Venice, the Massimo in Palermo, the Regio 
in Turin, the Verdi in Trieste, and the Regio 
in Parma. This year he has also been en- 
gaged to perform at La Scala, Milan. Abroad 
he has sung in Zurich, Lausanne, Toulouse, 
Barcelona, Lisbon, Madrid, London, Santiago, 
Rio di Janero and San Paolo. 


GIUSEPPE FORGIONE (baritone). An artist 
well-known ın Dublin, which he has just 
visited for the fourth time. He studied first 
in Naples and then in Rome, where he now 
lives. He has sung in the major opera houses 
of Italy (L'Opera and Caracalla of Rome, S:n 
Carlo of Naples, Massimo of Palermo, Regio 
of Parma, La Fenice of Venice, etc.) and this 
year makes his first appearance at La Scala. 
He has given many concerts on the Italian 
and Vatican radios, and has taken part in 
tours in Germany, England, Spain, France. 
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ANNA MOFFO was born in Philadelphia of 
Italian parents, and began her musical studies 
there. After many successes on the concert 
platform and in opera, she went in 1955 to 
Italy, to complete her operatic studies. She 
was soon engaged to sing in many of the 
important Italian opera houses, including La 
Scala, Milan. She has taken part in several 
Festivals in France, Austria and Germany 
and visited Chicago with the Vienna State 
Opera. She broadcasts frequently on Italian 
Television and is a recording artist for 


H.M.V. 


Cast 


THE DUKE OF MANTUA 


RIGOLETTO (his Jester, a hunchback) 


COUNT OF CEPRANO (a Noble) 
COUNT MONTERONE (a Noble) 
SPARAFUCILE (a Bravo) 

BORZA (in the Duke's Service) 
MARULLO 

COUNTESS OF CEPRANO 

GILDA (daughter of Rigoletto) 
GIOVANNA (her Duenna) 
MADDELENA (Sparafucile's sister) 


A PACE (in the Duke's service) 


6 — < 5 
C RIGOI 


ERMANNO LORENZI 


Mon. "Wed CARLO MELICIANI 
Fri.—GIUSEPPE FORGIONE 


DESMOND McINTYRE 
LEDO FRESCHI 
RENATO SPAGL! 

ERIC PATTERSON 
JOSEPH BRADLEY 
ROSE HENRY 

ANNA MOFFO 
OLIVE WATSON 
VALERIA ESCALAR 
ANNE NIMMONS 


Courtiers, Nobles, etc. 


GRAND OPERA SOCIETY CHORUS AND BALLET 


Chorus Master: Robb Anderson 


Ballet Mistress: Maxine Graham 


Correpetiteur and Accompanist: Derek Bell 


GRAND OPERA ORCHESTRA 
(Leader: Max Thoner) 


Conductor: Ottavio Ziino 


Producer: Bruno Nofri 
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JPERA 
Time: 16th Century Place: Mantua 
JR ACTS 
SYNOPSIS OF SCENERY 
'roduced 
( in 1851) ACT I THE THRONE ROOM OF THE DUKE'S PALACE 
ACT Il THE COURTYARD OF RIGOLETTO'S HOUSE 
ACT Ill A SALON IN THE DUKE'S PALACE 
іс by ACT IV OUTSIDE THE HOUSE OF SPARAFUCILE 
Seppe 
rdi 
Costumes by Nofri Bros., Rome 
Furniture by courtesy of 
Ulster Operatic Company 
ho ka These Performances of Rigoletto are by arrangement with 
eo Meri O.P.E.R.A. Agency, Rome 
SS (Directors: Maestro C Botti, R. Gaede) 
jed on 
ligo's play 
apu se For Grand Opera House, Belfast 
Stage Manager: A. McNiece 


ERMANNO LORENZI (tenor). Born in Tricste, where he studied at the 
Conservatoire, he made his debut three yzars ago at the Comunale in Cagliari, 
and has already sung in many Italian citics (Parma, Brescia, Udine, Rome 
and Florence) proving himself to be an artist of notable qualities. and 
profound musical preparation. He returned to his native city to sing on the 


much sought-after stage of the Teatro Verdi, recently he has appeared in ' 
the Italian productions at the 
Staatsoper of Vienna. Two 
years ago he took part in a | 
tour in England but this is 


his first visit to Ireland, where 
he sings the part of the Duke 
of Mantua in Rigoletto. 


VALERIA FIOCCHI-ESCALAR (mezzo soprano). Last year, 
from among hundreds of competitors, she was elected winner 
or the Italian Radio TV singing contest. Immediately afterwards 
she began her career, winning praise for her performances in 
many theatres, including the San Carlo of Naples, where she 
sang under the direction of Maestro Franco Capuana. She has 
also sung in concerts for the Radio, and, next May, will sing 
the role of Suzuki in Butterfly at L'Opera, Rome. 


LEFT 

RENATO SPAGLI (ass). Studied in Florence, and later in 
Milan he successfully terminated his vocal education. He 
attended the school annexed to the Comunale Theatre in 
Florence and made his first appearance at the Teatro Speri- 
mentale in Spoleto. He has been singing professionally for three 
years and is already recognised in Italian Opera Houses as an 
artist with an intelligent and forceful interpretation. 


LEDO FRESCHI (dass). Completed his studies in Venice and was noted for 
his natural artistic sensitivity and for his fluid style. He is particularly adapted 
for comic parts. He has sung in the Teatro La Fenice in Venice, in various 
opera houses of Northern Italy and last year he sang in the Italian Operas 
at the International Festival in Wiesbaden. In 1957 he won the bel canto 
competition sponsored by the Italian Radio TV. 
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THE FAMILY SPORTS CAR! 


Swift, Silent, Smooth travel in this famous AUSTIN 
model can only be associated with sports car per- 
formance. Here is power with extra safety. Brakes 
—larger in lining area than any other car in its class. 
Luxurious seating for 5-6 persons. Maximum vision 
vision front and rear. Extra large easy-to-load boot. 
Colour schemes to suit every taste. Superb finish. 


AUSTIN 105 


A.105 6 cylinder. Twin carburettors, overdrive, 
Automatic gearbox optional extra. Price: £823 
plus £412 17s. Od. purchase tax. 


Æ The Austin A105 is now available in the superla- 

tive hand-finished style of specialist coachbuilders, 

Vanden Plas. |t has overdrive transmission 

additional to its four-speed synchromesh gearbox, 

but if required fully-automatic transmission can be 

supplied at extra cost. £982 10. plus £492 12s. 
purchase tax 


THE AUSTIN DISTRIBUTORS 


Ge ST 


di FERGUSON 


Donegall anch Belfast 
Telephone 25444 (eleven lines) 


g 
| HOMF SONS were amon the first 
rers 0 ° e po - ods d 


irst to make 


PSONS were the Ta Foods ~ 


of 
a comple е 
for Dairy Са 
Pigs, Chickens, 


ttle 
Ducks & Т 


MANUFACTURERS 
OF 


Pig Starter Meal 
and Pellets 


Sow and Rearing Meal 


Pig Fattening Meal 
and Nuts 


Chick Mash and Crumbs 


Battery Layers Mash 
and Pellets 


Deep Litter Layers 
Mash and Pellets 


Breeders Mash 
and Pellets 


Calf Meal and Nuts 
Flaked Maize 
Flaked Barley 


DONEGALL QUAY MILLS 


The First 
Experimental Farm 
in Ireland 


DOWNSHIRE FARM, BALLYGRAINEY, Co. DOWN 


Twenty-E1cur years ago we opened the first 
experimental farm in Ireland owned by millers 
for the express purpose of trying out our own 
Poultry and Animal feeds. We are therefore 
in the enviable position of being able to 
‘manufacture by results’. Over this period of 
feeding our Compounded Foods to all farm 
stock we have made many improvements and 
believe that to-day we can supply you with the 
very best compounded foods obtainable. 


EXPERIMENTS and research work in animal 
nutrition are continually taking place over the 
world by Agricultural Colleges, Departments of 
Agriculture, Private individuals and Firms. 
When the results of scientific progress in 
nutrition have been proved we incorporate 
them in our formulae. 
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During a gay ball at his palace in 
ACT | Mantua, the cynical, profligate Duke 
boasts of his conquests among the 
wives and daughters of his courtiers. In these affairs 
he is aided by his hunch-back jester Rigoletto, who, 
in consequence, is both hated and feared. When 
Monterone comes to denounce the Duke as the betrayer 
of his daughter, Rigoletto mocks him and Monterone 
replics by laying on him a father's curse, la maledizione. 

In a quiet street on the outskirts of the 
ACT Il town, Rigoletto, in a cloak, arrives to 
visit his beautiful daughter Gilda, whom 
he keeps secluded from the too-gay life of the court. 
He is accosted by a professional assasin, Sparafucile, 
who offers to rid him of any of his enemics at a price. 
Rigoletto tells him that his services may be needed 
later, and is left musing bitterly on his deformity and 
the ignominy of his employment as jester and pro- 
curer to the Duke. 
He meets Gilda, who is ignorant of her father's real 
name or employment, and begs him to tell her, but he 
refuses and soon prepares to leave, warning Giovanna, 
his daughter's duenna, to take great care of her charge. 
Before he leaves, however, the Duke, disguised as a 
poor student, gains entry to the house by stealth, in 
order to make acquaintance with Gilda, whom he has 
admired from a distance. After Rigoletto's departure, 
the Duke, still disguised, tells Gilda of his love for 
her, which she returns, and when he leaves her 
she sings of her first romance. 
Outside the house, a crowd of courtiers have gathered. 
Thinking that Gilda is Rigoletto's mistress, they have 


planned to revenge themselves for his many insults 


and gibes by abducting her and taking her to the 
palace. By means of a trick Rigoletto, blindfolded, is 
involved in the escapade, not suspecting its true 
purpose. When he discovers the intrigue, he recalls 
the curse with an anguished cry “la maledizione.” 
In a salon in the Palace, Rigoletto is 
ACT 111 seeking everywhere for Gilda. In the 
course of questicning the courtiers he 
admits that the girl is his daughter and they, now 
ashamed of what they have done, bring her to him. 


At this, Rigoletto, invested suddenly with great dignity, 


-orders them away and listens while his daughter 


confesses her affair with the unknown student. 
Rigoletto, supposing that the Duke is to blame, vows 
vengeance, while Gilda pleads for forgiveness for them 


both. 
At the old inn on the river bank, 


ACT IN owned by Sparafucile, the Duke, dis- 
guised as a soldier, is making love to 
Maddelena. Rigoletto brings Gilda, dressed as a man, 
to see her lover's fickleness. While the Duke retires 
for the night, Rigoletto sends Gilda away and hires 
Sparafucile to murder the Duke. During a sudden 
storm Rigoletto leaves and Gilda returns. She hears 
Maddelena pleading with her brother to spare the 
Duke's life and Sparafucile agrees that if any other 
person calls at the inn, he shall be killed instead of 
the Duke. Gilda determines to sacrifice her life to save 
the Duke, and, entering the inn, is stabbed and put 
into a sack. 

Rigoletto returns, takes the sack and is about to throw 
it into the river, when, from the inn, he hears the 
Duke singing. Opening the sack, he finds his daughter, 
dying. As she dies in his arms, still secking forgive- 
ness, he remembers again the dreaded curse la male- 


dizione. 


FROM 


e Spinning 


TO YOU 


FURNISHING FABRICS 


Brocades Tapestries 
Cretonnes Curtain Nets 
Centemporaries etc. 


Loose Covers 
made to order 


DRESS FABRICS 
Satias Taffetas 
Prints Grosgrains 
Tweeds Flannelettes 

Velvets 
Dress Making 
Department 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS 


Towels Sheets 
Bedspreads Blankets 
P low Cases Candlewicks 
Tablecloths etc. 


Cift Linens in Huge Variety 


Cut in your Own Home by Expert Craftsmen 
All Furnishing Fabrics purchased are Cut and Hemmed free of charge 


OPPOSITE G.P.O. ROYAL AVENUE BELFAST 


3 DINE in a different atmosphere 


IN AN OLD WORLD FARMHOUSE KITCHEN 
Dinners from 
6 p.m. 
Suppers served 
up till 11 p.m. 


Ohe Ccthar's Kitchen 


(Mrs. M. C. 


1 DONEGALL SQUARE SOUTH, BELFAST 


Phone 207321 


Poots, Proprietress) 


Back of the City Hall. 


GRAND OPERA 
OF NORTHERN 


SOGIETY 
IRELAND 


Lae 108 SCH (Chorus 


Maureen Ashe 
Helen Burns 
Elsie Campbell 
Joyce Campbell 
Patricia Doherty 
Vina Donnelly 
Fileen Dunn 
Margaret Espie 
Arlene Ewart 
Dorothy Ewing 
Bernadette Fulton 
Eleanor Grant 
Helen Haire 
Rose Henry 
Fileen Kennedy 
Teresa Largey 
Florence Lyster 


May Lowe 
Patricia McNally 
Sheila Maxwell 
Phyllis Mills 


Bernadette Mulholland 


Joyce Murdoch 
Una O'Callaghan 
Anne Nimmons 
Rita O'Connor 
Nancy Poustie 
Wilma Shepherd 
Margaret Smyth 
Maureen Tanney 
Margaret Todd 
Mary Turley 
Olive Watson 


Gonilna al tha (horus 


William Baird 
Joseph Bradley 
Edward Crossin 
Alex. Dickson 
James Gibson 
James Glover 
Howard Graham 
William Kennedy 
Bert Jinks 
Gerard Largey 
Sean Largey 
Hugh Logan 
Frank Lloyd 


) 


сх adies o 


Jennifer Bullick 
Marilyn Fox 
Joyce Higgins 


Catharine Lindsay 


Rosanne Litster 


Tom McCracken 
John McDonald 
Anthony McGrattan 
Desmond McIntyre 
Hugh Miskelly 
Ivan Morwood 
Eric Patterson 
David Porter 
Norman Speers 
James Warren 
David Wightman 
William Wightman 


f the Ballet 


Margaret McKnight 
Denise McMurray 
Daphne McNeill 
Norma Robb 


BRUNO NOFRI 
Guest Producer 


Born in Milan. After graduating from high 
school he studied music at the Academy of 
Drama. From 1927 to 1930 he worked for 
La Scala, Milan as an assistant to producer 
Caramba. From 1931 to 1938 he was with 
the Teatro Reale dell "Opera Rome as an 
assistant producer to A. Sanine, L. Waller- 
stein and H. Graff. In 1938 he started his 
career as producer of Opera and since then 
he has produced more than 160 operas at the 
major opera houses not only in Italy but 
also in Germany, Belgium, Ireland (Festival 
of Italian Opera in Dublin), Egypt, England, 
Lebanon, South Africa, Australia and New 
Zealand, Japan, North and South American 
countries. 


BOYS IN CARMEN 


also taking part, to whom the Executive 
Committee express thanks 


Charles Bell lan McDonald 
Derick Bell Charles Moore 
Tom Bevan George Murdock 
Brian Ellis Ernest Nesbitt 
John Gillespie Tom Smith 


David Watson 
(from the Martin Boys’ Choir) 


Kenneth Irvine 


C yC 


GD 


4ft. 6 ins. size contains 1056 springs. 


BUY FROM 


HANNA & BROWN LTD 


Arthur Street, Belfast 
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. PIANOS... 
Holidays 
1958 HART & CHURCHILL LTD. 


Famous for Pianos since 1812 
Where on earth 


can we go Whether you require the finest Piano 
that money can buy, or quite an 


this year? 


inexpensive instrument, you can choose 
it here with absolute confidence. 
You are cordially invited to visit our 


ALL THE ANSWERS FROM Showrooms and to play and compare 


the models on display without obliga- 


, tion. 
R i G 5 Y $ LT D Tuning and Repairs carried out 


THE TRAVEL AGENTS by a Highly Skilled Staff 
54-56 HOWARD STREET 22 - 24 WELLINGTON PLACE, BELFAST 
Telephone 22292-3 Telephone: 23595 Established 1812 
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GRAND OPERA SOCIETY 
OF NORTHERN IRELAND 
y Se 


— ` 
Orchestra) 
Na ч 
Violins Clarinets 
Max Thoner 
Keem Perry 
Mina Harpur 


John Graham 
Sam Ferris 


Albert Fitzgerald Bassoons 
Sydney Sandman Hermione Cunningham 


Miriam Schneider Richard Persse 


Horns 
Elizabeth Mason 
Patrick McElwee 
Evan John 
Denis Carlton 


Mary Gallagher 
John McMillen 
Richard Maunder 


Violas 


Aubrey Hickman 
Laurence McIlveen Trumpets 


OTTAVIO ZIINO 


Guest Conductor 


m James Watson 
Cellos Harry Uprichard 
Betty Sullivan 


Claire Mathews 


Born in Sicily and studied at Palermo Con- 


Trombones servatoire and in Rome. Has conducted 


Double Bass 


Harry Edwards 
Flutes 
Judith Fritton 


Richard Easton 


Oboes 


Victor Thornburrow 


Robert Curry 
Bart Waiker 
James Burch 
Timpani 
Fred McCrea 
Percussion 


Robert Lyness 


Harp 


regularly during the last ten years at Rome 
Opera House, and also at other important 
theatres in Italy. 

He has toured as conductor in Europe, South 
America and Australia, his last and very 
successful undertaking of this nature being 
the 1957 Italian Opera Season in Oslo. 
He is interested in young singers and con- 
ducts at the Experimental Opera of Spoleta. 


Derek Bell Audrey Webster 


BBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


| Leader: Paul Beard 

| RUDOLF SCHWARTZ 
| Tickets for the Londonderry Concert--15s.: 12s. 6d.: 5s. 
| From Messrs. Н. В. Philips Ltd., Shipquay St., L'derry 
| Tickets—Belfast Concerts--15s.: 12s.6d.; 10s.; 7s.6d.; 4s. 
| From Messrs. M. Crymble Ltd., Wellington Place, Belfast 
| A stamped addressed envelope should be enclosed if seats 
are booked by post. Booking opens Monday, 28th April. 


Wednesda у, 2lst May, at 8 
GUILDHALL, LONDONDERRY 
Thursda у, 22nd May, at 8 
ULSTER HALL, BELFAST 
Friday, 23rd Ma у, at 8 
ULSTER HALL, BELFAST 


Saturda у, 24th May, at 8 
| IN ASSOCIATION WITH СЕМА ULSTER HALL, BELFAST | 


M——————— I N‏ سسس 


AGENTS 


D. SHANE 
& SONS 
LIMITED 
Є BUTTERSCOTCH Se BELFAST 


ET 
3 
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ek 

k ч. 


OVER ` 
0 0 Place your order now for any make of new car. 
CASH — TERMS — EXCHANGES 
NEW 2. USED 
CARS ` 
ways m | 
stock. 60 SMITHFIELD SQUARE 


ESTABLISHED BELFAST Phone 30202 


OVER 50 YEARS @ ALVIS DISTRIBUTORS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND @ 
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Chorus Members as Principals 


CARMEN 


TERESA LARGEY (u/s MICAELA). Former member 
of Three Arts Operatic Society and St. Peter's Pro- 
Cathedral Choir. Has competed successfully in Belfast 
and Dublin competitions and, as Theresa Donaldson, 
is well known for her broadcasts with Irish Rhythms 
and N.I. Light Orchestra. 


UNA O'CALLAGHAN (v s CARMEN). Holds L.t.c.. 
for piano, but has taken up singing during last three 
years. Has competed with success in local competitions 
and has broadcast on a number of occasions. This is 
her first stage experience. 


NANCY POUSTIE (MERCEDES.) Born in Edinburgh, 
now living in Belfast. Has sung leading roles with 
Edinburgh Opera Company and in combined choirs 
at Edinburgh Festival. Prizewinner and well known 
concert artiste in native Edinburgh. 


MARGARET SMYTH (FRASQUITA). Comes from 
musical family and has been singing for five years. 
Winner of Drinkwater Cup 1954, Soprano Solo and 
Rose Bowl 1957 at Belfast, as well as first prizes at a 
number of provincial competitions. Member of Three 
Arts Operatic Society and Carlisle Memorial Choir. 


E. CROSSIN (MORALES). Has sung with Central 
and Three Arts Operatic Societies, and recently won 
Baritone Solo Class at Belfast and provincial competi- 
tions. 


A. DICKSON (ZUNIGA). Prominent member of 
Three Arts Operatic Society, for whom he has sung 
leading roles. Well known locally as bass soloist with 
Philharmonic Society and on the Concert platform. 
Has broadcast many times and represented N. Ireland 
in B.B.C.’s Top Town Contest some years ago. Was 
offered engagement by Carl Rosa. 


W. KENNEDY (IL DANCAIRO & u/s ESCAMILLO) 
Well known on local platforms and as member of 
Ulster Singers and Carlisle Memorial Choir. In 1939 
he won Bass Solo, also McKisack Trophy at Belfast 
Festival. During 1941 he sang with Dublin Operatic 
Company. Has recently appeared with Ulster Operatic 
Company. 

S. LARGEY (IL REMENDADO & u/s DON JOSE) 
Has sung for several years in Three Arts Operatic 


Society and in Church Choir. This is his first appear- 
ance in Grand Opera. 


In accordance with its policy of provid- 
ing the maximum opportunity to local singers 
to become experienced in Grand Opera, the 
Executive Committee has allocated minor 
principal roles in both operas to the under- 
noted members of chorus, and wishes to 
thank them for the way in which they have 
responded to the additional calls upon their 
time and talent. 


El 
о 


RIGOLETTO 


ROSE HENRY (COUNTESS CEPRANO). Member of 
Ulster Operatic Company, for whom she has played 
leading roles. Also sings in Church Choir. Has 
competed successfully in local competitions and has 
also broadcast. 


ANNE NIMMONS (PAGE). Member of Three Arts 
Operatic Society, for whom she has sung leading roles 
in musical comedy. Already in a short career has been 
successful in local competitions, winning Drinkwater 
Cup in 1956 and Soprano Solo in 1958 at Belfast. In 
1956 was runner-up in Kathleen Ferrier Memorial 
Competition. Often sings at recitals and concerts. 


OLIVE WATSON (GIOVANNA). Has played leading 
roles with New Lyric Light Opera Company and was 
leading member of McCracken Memorial Choir. Has 
been prizewinner at local competitions and was 
offered engagement by Carl Rosa. 


JOSEPH BRADLEY (MARULLO). Member of Three 
Arts and St. James's Church Operatic Societies, where 
he has played leading roles in Gilbert and Sullivan 
and musical comedy. This is first experience of Grand 
Opera. 

DESMOND McINTYRE (COUNT CEPRANO). Sang 
as a boy in St. Anne's Cathedral Choir and more 
recently with Queen's Island Male Choir. Has been 
member of New Lyric Light Opera Company and is 
making first appearance in Grand Opera. 


ERIC PATTERSON (BORSA). Member of Three Arts 
Operatic Society, for whom he has played leads in 
musical comedy. Has sung for many years in Church 
choirs and as tenor soloist in Oratorio and at local 
concerts. Ås Borsa in Rigoletto, has the distinction ot 
singing the opening lines of the Socicty's first Season. 


ULSTER'S FINEST CHINA STORE 


for Exquisite Taste in 


CHINA and GLASS 
Waterford ROYAL DOULTON 


` < : 
Cut Crystal Vases, Bowls, 95 Attractive world- 


Dishes stocked in many Yad renowned Tableware. In 
: Д : NA traditional and new dec- 
designs and shapes. Suites 5 
# С a PU, orations. 
р of Glasses to suit every 2 2 Royal Doulton Figures 
sA i WY and og 
Let SER occasion Ka and Character Studies in 
KAR A great variety 
= e | ` fag Q t 
. Com Jones — - 
OUR Belfast 
SHOWROOMS (BELFAST) LIMITED 24979 


9 WELLINGTON PLACE and 129 UPPER NORTH STREET, BELFAST 


stocked by 


Lyle & Kinahan Ltd 


By appointment to His Excellency 
The Lord Wakehurst, K.C.M.G., 
Governor of Northern Ireland. 
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mo La 
This First Season 


IS SPONSORED BY 


E. T. GREEN LTD 


MARLBORO MILLS, BELFAST 


and is in association with 


CEMA 


The Executive Committee wishes to express the sincere 
thanks of the Society for this support 
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The Executive Committee wishes to extend the thanks of the 
Society to the undernoted: 


OUR PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENTS AND ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS for their interest and support. 


MISSIONS TO SEAMEN, Corporation Street, for most generous 
use of Rehearsal Rooms. 


ULSTER OPERATIC COMPANY, for use of Rehearsal Rooms 
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ROBINSON & CLEAVER LTD., for window display of 
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MRS. ALICE BERGER HAMMERSCHLAG, for Cover design 
for Programme. 
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in compilation of this Programme. 
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R. W. PIERCE & CO., for helpful co-operation. 

THE ADVERTISERS in this Programme. 
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was formed last May to 
provide Northern Ireland with the 


best available in European Opera. For 


the first season singers have been 


engaged from the principal Opera 
Houses in Europe, one complete pro- 
duction being brought from Italy. 
The Society also aims to provide for 
our singers, musicians and artists the 
maximum opportunity to become ex- 
perienced in Grand Opera, and it is 
hoped in the course of time to train 
local singers to take their place with 
the guest principals. The chorus 
contains over sixty of the finest voices 
in Northern Ireland, small parts in 
both productions are sung by members 
of the Chorus. Costs are heavy-- 
consequently the Grand Opera Society 


urgently requires your assistance with- 


out which the venture becomes 


impossible. 


The Grand Opera Society of N orthern Ireland 


MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


There will be a limited number of vice-presidents 
who will be invited to the opening performance 
of each opera season. 


Subscription Five Guineas 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


Each associate member will receive two dress 
circle seats each year at a performance to be 
selected by the Society and the privilege of priority 
booking for all performances. 


Subscription Two Guineas 


ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 


Singing membership: cach member must be 
accepted for membership of the Society's Chorus. 
Non-singing membership: each member takes 
some part in some branch of the Society's 
activities. 

Two seats per annum are allotted to each of the 
active members. 


Subscription One Guinea 


— 
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ROSS “ROSS 


Belfast ginger ale 


One quality, the best. 
Two kinds, “Pale Dry” & “Royal”. 


Indian tonic water 


“This we prescribe though no physician ” 
Richard П, a. I, s.1 


Lemonade 


” 


“ The daintiest that they taste 
Henry VI (2) a. III, s.2 


Ginger beer 


” 


* Comforteth like sunshine after rain 
Venus and Adonis, Stanza 134 


Soda water 


For the connoisseur. The touch of perfection. 


W. A. ROSS & SONS LTD., BELFAST 


mi 


